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the Church; but the book was so heretical that a bishop to whom it was shown was overcome with horror, and would have torn it in pieces.1 Chilperic's character presents a very singular combination of Teutonic barbarism and Eoman culture. He was the most hated of all the Merovingian kings.
(2)  East of our imaginary line was the kingdom of Austrasia, extending from the Meuse (though it also included territory in Champagne, west of the Meuse) to beyond the Ehine, embracing parts of Germany and Switzerland.   Its capital was Metz, its king  was  Sigibert, an orthodox, well-intentioned but rather weak man, of whom I shall say more immediately.
(3)  Lastly, there was the kingdom of Burgundy, the kingdom of the Bhone, extending roughly from the Vosges to the Durance, and from the Alps to the Loire, and comprising the provinces of Burgundy, Franche Comte, Dauphine, Nivernois, Lyonnais, part of Languedoc, and part of Switzerland.    Orleans was the nominal capital of Burgundy, though the court was usually settled at Chalon.    It was ruled by " the good King Guntram," who for some inscrutable reason has obtained from the Eoman Church the honours of canonization.    He was a stupid, lecherous, good-natured man, whose chief desire was to be left to the quiet enjoyment of his coarse pleasures, without being compelled to go to war with his neighbours.    He had many mistresses. When his last favourite, Austrechildis, was on her death-bed, she begged that her two physicians might be killed as soon as she  breathed her last, and Guntram faithfully executed her wishes, though the doctors had not been to blame in their treatment of their patient.2    Certainly " the good king " could be treacherous on  occasion.    After the death of his brother Charibert, one of his concubines named  Theudichildis, made proposals of marriage to the King of Burgundy.   "Let her come to me without delay, and bring her treasures with her," replied  Guntram.     But when  she arrived, he shut up  the woman in a nunnery at Aries, and appropriated her wealth to his own use.3    In spite of his eccentricities, however, Guntram was not without redeeming qualities.    He was good-humoured, and  even   benevolent when  let  alone.    He befriended the widowed Queen of Neustria in her hour of need, and dealt
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